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Helping builders on the path to being green

Miles Dyson wants to set aside confusion
about today’s most popular building trend

By BErmasy Conway
Pl Lies Cinmirs Smabarbn

As more and mors budlders in Las
Cruces focus an boilding certifled green
himes, inspector Miles f};wn will be
there to belp them novigsate the process

A certified Home Energy Rating Sys-
tems (HERS) program rater. National
Associmtion of Heme Builders green vieri-
fer and & green rater for the Lesdership
in Envirenmental and Energy Doslgn
(LEED) program, Dyson knows the ins
nl outs of green ullding and ks excited
b shiare the possihilithes with eviryoans

“Ruilding greon ian't all solar and
planting plants on your mol.” Dysan
wnid. “1t's o ot of good, husic bailding
scipnen that can be pretty ensily inoorpe-
rabed into n projet.”

Crriginndly rom Roswell, he received
his bachelor's degres in agriculiure s
ness management and master’s dogron
in pennomics from New Mexico Stato
Undversity, lster working for Dairy
Farmors of Amorica

“1 was o quality manager aml produse-
tion manngor,” he said. *1 was there for
16 years and wns looking for semething
different, somothing thal was going to
involve fewor moving parts”

In lnte 2016, ho bogan his own hamo

on Bsinsss and was soon inter-
wsted in the growing trend of green.

“Dkaing the home inspoctions, you got
b woe what's oul there, and you real.
ize thint there are a lol of betlor oplions

camdurinhle and easivr to live in becauso
of improved indoar-air quality, and it
ahould use fewer ressurces during con-
struetion nnd fewer energy nud woter
resonrees through the voars,” he saisl
‘ith more nnd more hames heing con-
structod BGNM, Energy Star and LEED
cortiffed, he said the definition of green
building is becaming more and more con.

wvailable than what we are doing in
homies,™ he sadd. “The more | bearned
mbaout it, the mere | lenrned there aro
sose simple things wo nesd te be doing
in @ lot of our homoes that are going ta
make the home u ot casder to live in,
diocrense your energy bills and moke e
hovise Inst longer.”

11 was then thnt he began training o
help tho builders I:Il'l.lllhllfdl'rl. rench thelr
greon-budlding goals. Creating Inspsec:
ton Connection L Home Inspectinns
anid Energy Hating Services, he was soon
helping builibers he sees o “the créme
l'sftllllr crop” reach their intended certi-
fentinn, tee i1 Build Green New Mexioo
(BGNM), Energy Star or LEED

While the definition of green bs not
st in stone, Dyson sald e does whist
ho ewmis to help budkdors and homeowners
understmmd what this type of boilding
imvalves — something that many people
still find eonfuskng.

“It. hnsn hit our oren yob,” he said.
“Even in Santa Fe, where the green
bullding movemsnt ks mars moture,
thare is still an extreme aeount of
eonfugion about what all s isvelved in
it becmuse there are so many difTerent
wnys that o home or o praject can be
Ereen,”

According o Dywon, there are some
things thnt will always be certain abont
& groon-baflt home

“It is going to be n home that uses
lonn eneryy than n standnrd home, lasts
longer thinn o standard home, 18 more

ereta,

“Working within ane of these pro-

i jves @ ef eredibility in Uhat
ﬁT].IH.n H-:th stanilard, and it
ety b compnred to a home in Mew York
or Ultah that has adopled these some
standnrds,” he said. '%'ML Hives us some
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conuisteney and holps s define what
Ereen s, 1Us bosed on the beholder o led
of times, hut we do have thess programs
thot are sel up to clarify it so that it is
sy b0 map your way threugh it

When it comes ta working with local
haalders, Dyson helps thom anderstand
whal progroms are available and low
they enn participnats.

“In many coses, | seo that n lst af
buiibdors mre already dobng o bot of the
thimgs necensnry, bt tsey havent mlopt-
il o Torinalieed program.” he sald. “Onee
I can st down and share that with them,
then they'ne on board wndd they ore reqdy
L

“We'vn Ehiesa 1
tnx rmwf:rmhhllﬁm
wlitlwer from thi federal
government or from L
#tate, that make it really
warth their time to da
these things.”

Thymon is brought in
during the planning
stages of the projest and
ereates o mode] of the
projet using his saft-
wire bn arder to explon:
Uhings like thir types
of walls, oriontation of
itha ome and the type
af HVAC system it will
have. He then gives an
imitinl HERE rating from
mero o 100 — m 100 is
a home that just meets
eurrent aReTEY codes

“Alar we got that
prelindinary miting
= tlepanding on which
program we are work-
Ing tn = wa akart Lo leok
st what changes we
would have to moks te

tor: Miles
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